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Alan Dein's photographs of East End shopfronts were taken in 1988 when many Tower 

Hamlets streets were on the verge of dereliction. Alan, an oral historian and Radio 4 

broadcaster, lived in Stepney at the time and decided to capture the diminishing, decaying 

local shops on film, many of them relics of the area’s once flourishing Jewish community.

These images, exhibited for the first time, are contextualised by archival material from the 

local history library's collections and contemporary images of the buildings today.

Tower Hamlets Local History Library & Archives, 

277 Bancroft Road

London E1 4DQ.

Tel: 020 7364 1290

Email: local.history@towerhamlets.gov.uk

See www.ideastore.co.uk for opening times


